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Dear students, 

Welcome to the Program!! We are very happy to have you on board with us. 

This document provides a brief introduction to the Masters program in European Studies at Sabanci University and aims to clear some of your questions with regards to the program requirements and objectives. 

Let us take this opportunity to also remind you that you are expected to fully participate in all courses, and not miss any of them. Attendance is an integral part of your studies here at the Sabanci University as well as any graduate work. 
We are going to study and analyze various aspects of the European system in the program with a clear focus mostly on the European integration process.  The program allows you to acquire a basis in European studies.  You could use the expertise and the skills you acquire in the program either to further your studies in the field of European studies or related areas, or directly join the professional ranks and seek employment.

All students are expected to consult with the Initial Academic Advisor (IA) of the European Studies Program prior to registration in their first semester. 

Currently, Ayse Betul Celik serves as the program coordinator and the initial academic advisor. 

We strongly suggest that by end of 1st semester, all students writing a master’s thesis choose their master thesis’ advisor who would then act as their permanent academic advisor, similarly all students in the non-thesis track will have a permanent advisor responsible for their term projects.  This is ideally done by the end of the first Semester, especially if you are planning to defend your thesis in August.  It is also important to keep in mind whether you graduated with a thesis or a term project does not impact your degree in any manner. Some students write the term project whereas others write a thesis. However, all students need to have an academic advisor by the end of their first semester.
All new students are required to attend the orientation meeting.  
Program Requirements

All students are required to take the following required courses- a total of 4 courses, and 12 credits:  

	Required Courses 

	


	Course 
	Name 
	Credit 
	Faculty 

	CONF 512
	Research Methods 
	3
	FASS

	ES 507
	The Political Economy of European Integration
	3
	FASS

	ES 502
	Turkish-European Union relations 
	3
	FASS

	POLS 592
	European Union: Politics, Policies and Governance
	3
	FASS

	GR 501S
	Academic Practices and Development
	0
	FASS

	GR 555S
	Academic Writing for Graduate Students
	0
	FASS


All students writing a master’s thesis also need to complete the following required courses 

	Course 
	Name 
	Credit 
	Faculty 

	ES 500
	Pro-Thesis Seminar 
	0
	FASS

	ES 599
	Master’s Thesis 
	0
	FASS


 

All students in the non-thesis track need to complete the following required course 

	Course 
	Name 
	Credit 
	Faculty 

	ES 597
	Term Project  
	0
	FASS


Those who wish to pursue an M.A. with thesis must take the following courses to complete a total of 24 credits: 

· The required courses listed above (12 credits)

· Three core electives (9 credits)

· One free elective course (3 credits)

Those students who chose the option of an M.A. degree without thesis must take the following courses to complete a total of 30 credits:

· The required courses listed above (12 credits)

· Four core electives (12 credits)

· Two free electives (6 credits)

Since most students do not know whether they will write a master’s thesis or not, in their first semester, all students need to take ES 500, Pro-thesis seminar in the Fall semester which is a non-credit course. This is particularly important as it would be impossible to change tracks if the course is not taken in the Fall semester. You also should note that if you have a grade lower than C in any one of these courses, that course needs to be repeated. In addition, all students need to complete the GR 501 and GR 555, Academic Writing courses. 
M.A. Thesis 
All students writing a Master’s thesis need to decide on their master’s topic and choose an advisor by the end of 1st semester.  The thesis advisor would gear the student towards a particular method, analysis and research.  The thesis is defended in front of a jury of 3 faculty members, the thesis advisor, a program faculty member and an external-non-Program- Sabanci faculty member.  M.A. Thesis Committee is formed by the initiative of the student in consultation with the thesis advisor.  For graduation in the spring semester, the student needs to successfully defend the thesis by the 2nd week of June-to receive the diploma at the commencement ceremony- or by the end of July- (participates at the commencement ceremony but would receive the diploma in September). Similarly, for graduation at the end of the Fall semester, the thesis needs to be defended by the end of December.
A list of all master’s thesis could be found on the program website and these could be accessed at the Information Center. 
Term project 

All students writing a Term Project need to decide on their chosen track by the end of the first semester and need to turn in their term project to their advisor by the 3rd week of August. 
For both tracks, the students are expected to finish their studies in 12 months.  Those students writing a master’s thesis could use a third semester and pay only a retainer’s fee.   

We strongly urge students to get into contact with all the professors in the program, and familiarize themselves with their research so as to make informed decisions. 
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